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Hit-and-runs injure cyclist, keep police busy
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A pair of unrelated hit-and-run accidents in Salt Lake County on Tuesday resulted in the arrest of a man in one
incident and the impounding of a car in the other.

The first incident happened just before 8 a.m. on 900 South near 1400 East. A 29-year-old man was riding
parallel to a car, when the driver appeared to get distracted and drifted into the biker's lane, hitting the man and
knocking him to the ground, according to Salt Lake police.

The female driver stopped, got out of her car and reportedly yelled in dismay, then got back in and drove off, said
Salt Lake police detective Dennis McGowan. The man was taken to a local hospital, in serious condition with
head injuries.

About 12:15 p.m., officers located a car matching the description of the one from the accident, which had front-
end damage, in the parking lot at East High School, said Salt Lake police spokeswoman Lara Jones. The driver,
a student at the school, denied any involvement.

The girl's car was impounded, and the case remained under investigation Wednesday.

The second accident was just after 10 p.m., when a witness called police to report a hit-and-run. A man hit
another vehicle near 3300 South and 500 East, said South Salt Lake police detective Gary Keller. The driver in
the car that was hit was not injured.

A witness followed the fleeing vehicle. But when the driver realized a short time later that he was being followed,
he tried to get away. The man, however, lost control of his vehicle near 1200 East and 4500 South, knocked
down a stop sign and crashed into a chain-link fence, said Salt Lake County Sheriff's Lt. Don Hutson.

Sheriff's deputies arrived in the area quickly and set up a containment of the neighborhood. A police dog named
Quinto found the man hiding in a shed in a backyard. The man initially kicked Quinto, but the dog was eventually
able to contain him long enough for deputies to arrest him.

Osvaldo Patino-Munoz, 30, was taken to a local hospital to be treated for dog bites and then transferred to the
Salt Lake County Jail for investigation of hit-and-run, driving on a suspended license, injuring a police service
animal and a warrant for forgery.
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