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On the descent from the Alpine Loop coming down American Fork Canyon the 5
Brumbys who were in the accident were Dave Collins, Steve Beck, Mike Skousen,
Wayne Smith and Grant Taylor. All went down when a Ford Explorer suddenly stopped
in front of them and they plowed into the car at about 40 mph. Dave Collins and Steve
Beck hit the car and Dave shattered the rear window and both destroyed the rear door. It
was a very bad scene for those of you who witnessed it. Dave was the cyclist most
seriously injured with broken jaw and facial bones, a punctured lung and a cut from his
sternum to his ear which severed his jugular vein. Miraculously two EMT cyclists on the
ride were in their pack and tended to him quickly. He lost 5 pints of blood and we believe
they literally saved his life while the ambulances were arriving. He was life flighted out
to University of Utah Hospital. Dave had two surgeries yesterday and today he has
another long one for bones in his face. Despite his extensive injuries, the Dr's report is
positive about full recovery, with no brain, neck or back trauma. Steve Beck who also
impacted the car has a partially collapsed lung and lacerations from impact that took a lot
of stitches. He is pretty sore but hopes to be released tomorrow from Intermountain
Health Center in Murray Utah. We are very happy to know his injuries were not more
serious. Mike Skousen was injured trying to avoid the crash and skidded on the pavement
through the glass from the car. He has significant road rash but no broken bones. He was
treated at American Fork Hospital and released yesterday. Wayne Smith and Grant
Taylor have quite a bit of road rash from also trying to avoid impact and ran off the road
together but avoided trees and will be ok.

As an epilogue to what would have otherwise been a great day racing through some
gorgeous country, 1 am sure that | can speak for my friends by saying that this was an
unfortunate accident. 1 am sure that they would hope that we all get back on our bikes and
ride in a sport that we all love. | have read many negative commentaries about us cyclists
and when incidents like this happen, it is important that as a greater cycling community,
we stand together and support each other and continue to promote opportunity for
participating in our sport. If we allow antagonists to pressure events to be cancelled or
limited in the future, we all suffer for it. While the accident was unfortunate, | support the
efforts of Rick Bennett in doing everything possible to organize a safe race.



