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A vehicle struck a prominent defense attorney Sunday as he rode his bicycle in Emigration Canyon.  
Richard Van Wagoner's law partner, Harold Christensen, said Van Wagoner suffered "severe injuries" and went through surgery 

on Monday. He was improving on Tuesday but is expected to remain in the hospital all week, Christensen said.  
"I think he is doing better," said Christensen, who has worked with Van Wagoner for 25 years. "He fractured his clavicle and 

several ribs."  
Van Wagoner in 2006 at one point represented Elizabeth DeSeelhorst, who hit and killed bicyclist Josie Johnson in Big 

Cottonwood Canyon. He also is currently defending a 14-year-old accused of killing JoJo Lee Brandstatt, 18, on a West Valley City 
golf course earlier this year.  

-- Steve Gehrke  
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